Candle Lighting Ceremony 2026
International President's Message 
As we gather to light this candle, we do so at a time when the world feels heavy.
Around us, we see uncertainty in the political landscape, conflicts that divide nations, and growing challenges for civil society and NGOs working tirelessly in increasingly constrained spaces. Many of us feel this pressure—personally, professionally, and collectively.
And yet, we light this candle.
A candle does not erase the darkness.
It does something far more powerful: it creates a point of hope.
This small flame reminds us that even in the most difficult moments, light is possible. It reminds us that progress is not always loud or immediate—but it is real when it is sustained by conviction, courage, and care.
At BPW International, we believe deeply in Peace Through Empowerment.
Peace is not only the absence of conflict—it is built through inclusion, dialogue, economic independence, and the recognition of every woman's dignity and voice.
This is why BPW LISTENS – Your Voice Matters is so essential.
By listening attentively to our members across regions, cultures, and generations, we are choosing trust over fear, dialogue over division, and collective wisdom over isolation. Your voice is helping us shape a clearer, more grounded path forward—one that strengthens our organization and amplifies our impact.
This candle represents that trust.
Trust in ourselves.
Trust in each other.
Trust that our shared work—often quiet, often unseen—guides us in the right direction.
May this light remind us that peace begins with understanding, that empowerment creates resilience, and that hope endures when we walk together.
As we move into 2026, let us carry this flame forward—gently, steadily, and with confidence—knowing that through Peace Through Empowerment, our collective light is stronger than any darkness we face.
Diana Barragan, Perú
BPW International President 2024-2027
January 15, 2026


Candle Lighting Ceremony 2026   International  President's   Message     As we gather to light this candle, we do so at a time when the world feels heavy.   Around us, we see uncertainty in the political landscape, conflicts that divide nations, and  growing challenges for civil society and NGOs working tirelessly in increasingly constrained  spaces. Many of us feel this pressure — personally, professionally, and  collectively.   And yet, we light this candle.   A candle does not erase the darkness.   It does something far more powerful: it creates a point of hope.   This small flame reminds us that even in the most difficult moments, light is possible. It reminds  us that progress is not always loud or immediate — but it is real when it is sustained by  conviction, courage, and care.   At BPW International, we believe deeply in Peace Through Empowerment.   Peace is not only the absence of conflict — it is built through inclusion, dialogue, economic  independence, and the recognition of every woman's dignity and voice.   This is why   BPW LISTENS  –   Your Voice Matters   is so essential.   By listening attentively to our members across regions, cultures, and generations, we are  choosing trust over fear, dialogue over division, and collective wisdom over isolation. Your voice  is helping us shape a clearer, more grounded path forward — one that  strengthens our  organization and amplifies our impact.   This candle represents that trust.   Trust in ourselves.   Trust in each other.   Trust that our shared work — often quiet, often unseen — guides us in the right direction.   May this light remind us that peace begins with understanding, that empowerment creates  resilience, and that hope endures when we walk together.   As we move into 2026, let us carry this flame forward — gently, steadily, and with confidence — knowing that through Peace Through Empowerment, our collective light is stronger than any  darkness we face.   Diana Barragan,   Perú   BPW International President 2024 - 2027   January 15, 2026    

