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President’s message 

BPW Canada welcomes BPW Mission, BC sisters! 
By Sue Calhoun  

 

The big news this month is that we now have a brand new BPW club in Mission, BC! I was 

privileged to conduct the charter ceremony on Friday, October 16th for the new club, which has 
24 charter members. President Jenny Stevens is a remarkable woman. Blind since her teens, 

Jenny is a city councillor, obviously very well connected and well respected in the community. 

The ceremony was attended not only by BPW members from all BC clubs, Jill Worobec 
(Regional Coordinator for BPW North America) and Connie Friesen (BPW-BC president) but 

also by a number of dignitaries including representatives from city council, business 

organizations and provincial politicians. A warm welcome to our BPW Mission sisters! 

 

A reminder that we have launched the membership drive, 1 + 1 = New power of BPW, where 

each current member is strongly encouraged to bring in one new member during the current 

fiscal year. Get on-side and you can win a prize (see page 3)! 
 

Great news as well from the United Nations (see Doris Hall’s article, page 4). The Gender 

Equality Architecture Reform (GEAR), which will see the creation of a single, stronger and 
better-funded women’s entity within the UN, has finally been approved. Nothing will happen 

overnight, of course, but this is certainly a step in the right direction to create an entity that will 

be a stronger voice for women around the world. BPW Canada and BPW International have 
supported this for a long time. I’m sure it will add to the excitement when we go to the 

Commission on the Status of Women in New York next March. We hope to see a lot of 

participation by BPW Canada members this year. More information will be coming soon. 

 
And finally, Alberta’s Famous Five have been posthumously made honorary senators. Emily 

Murphy, Henrietta Muir Edwards, Nellie McClung, Louise McKinney and Irene Parlby won a 

landmark court ruling in 1929 that recognized women as “persons” and allowed them to sit in the 
appointed Senate. As I write, it is October 18th. Happy Person’s Day, everyone! 

 

 
BPW Canada president Sue Calhoun (far left) and BPW-BC provincial president Connie Friesen (far right) with 
members of the new BPW Mission club. President Jenny Stevens is next to Connie. More photos bpwcanada.com 

      



 
BPW Brampton hosts Golf Tournament 

 
In June, BPW Brampton hosted its 14th annual golf tournament. 
During the course of the day, funds were raised through raffles, 
silent auctions and sponsorships from businesses within our 
community.  This year, we raised over $7000, which will be divided 
among four of our community partners – Interim House, Peel Rape 
Crisis Centre, Big Brothers, Big Sisters and the Buddies N Bows 
Foundation. From left, Barbara Hore (President), Pat Dowling, 
Eileen Morris, Virginia Tamblyn and Sharon Wilcox. 
BPW Canada president visits BPW Regina 

 
From left, Jeanne Martinson, Angie MacDougall, Donna Bially 
(President), Eloise Leier, Sue Calhoun, Lori Radmacher, Monica 
Milas, Ramona Miazga, Rachel Mielke (President Elect) 

Visit to Kamloops, BC 

 
BPW Canada president Sue Calhoun with BPW Kamloops 
president Shannon McEwing (right) and Immediate past president 
Jes Ballam. 

Visit to BPW Saskatoon 

 
Back row, from left, Terri Parent (BPW-SK President), Linda 
Prafke, Judy Junor, Robin Chapman, Sue Calhoun, Lisa Low 
(BPW Saskatoon President), Gerlinde Sarkar and Susan 
Fowler. From row, from left, Cara Lauscher (BPW-SK Young 
BPW), Carm Michalenko and Monica Kreuger. 

Visit to BPW Manitoba 

 
Back row, from left, Elaine Elliott (BPW Selkirk), Sharla 
Wasylyshen (BPW Winnipeg Central), Janice Bechdoldt 
(BWP Thompson), Sue Calhoun, Pat Kraus (BPW Selkirk). 
Front row, from left, Audrey Wasylyshen (BPW Winnipeg 
Central), Patty McIntyre (BPW Winnipeg Central), Colleen 
Allan (BPW-Manitoba President), Marcia Bilkoski (BPW 
Selkirk), Carol Pelton (BPW Selkirk) and Eleanor Barrett 
(BPW Selkirk). 

Mission, BC Charter ceremony 

 
From left, Hanna Konkin (BPW Coquitlam), Barb Ezart 
(Immediate past president BPW-BC), Barbara Hall (BC 
provincial treasurer) with BPW Mission secretary Pia Ritch 
(seated). 



 
  

 

What’s new at national? 
 
• The BPW Canada 2009 brief has gone out to political 
leaders. It is also posted on the website. A press release 
was sent to media across the country, stating that BPW 
Canada urges the government of Canada to develop a 
National Poverty Reduction Strategy. We also called on 
the federal government to revoke Section 394 of the 
Budget Implementation Act, pertaining to Public Service 
Equitable Compensation, which was enacted on March 
12, 2009, and to implement the recommendations of the 
2004 Federal Pay Equity Task Force. The press release 
is also on the website. Feel free to re-jig and send it out 
on behalf of your club. 

• The application form for BPW Canada Leadership 
Awards, that will be presented at Convention 2010, is 
now on the website on the “BPW Leadership awards” 
page. 

• Convention 2010 will be held at the Horseshoe Resort, 
approximately one hour north of Toronto. Convention 
starts early Saturday, June 19th and will finish by around 
noon on Sunday, June 20th. Friday evening, there will be 
a joint barbeque between BPW Canada and BPW 
Ontario – a networking opportunity where you will meet 
a lot of your BPW sisters. It’s not too early to reserve 
your room. Check the website Upcoming events for 
more information. 

• BPW Canada president Sue Calhoun now has a 
Facebook account for BPW members. Come find me! 
Check out the photo album from BPW Mission. 

BPW Canada’s NEW partnership with  
Workopolis NicheNetwork 
 
For employers – a cost-effective, easy-to-use system 
to hire members who are female business 
professionals.  You are able to access an on-line tool 
that makes it simple to find qualified, experienced 
women for mission-critical roles within some of the 
best organizations in Canada.  
  

POST YOUR JOB FREE UNTIL NOV 15th 
 
For Job seekers – Looking to change careers? Or just 
want to know what’s out there? This job board tool is 
available to post your resume and to apply to positions 
at no cost. Don’t have time to search jobs every day?  
Set up a career alert, and the system will notify you via 
email when a position meets what you are looking for. 

POST YOUR RESUMÉ BEFORE NOV 15th
 

and have a chance to WIN a $150 Gift Certificate 
from Westjet. 

Whether you are looking for a full-time career or a part-
time job, BPW Canada and Workopolis NicheNetwork 
strive to satisfy your needs. Visit soon and take 
advantage of this wonderful new tool for members!  

www.bpwcanada.com 

 

BPW Canada 
Membership Campaign 

1 + 1 = The New Power of BPW 
BPW Canada has launched a major membership drive.  

Bring ONE new member into your club during 2009-10 and WIN! 
YOUR CLUB CAN WIN! 

• $250 Westjet certificate 
• Criteria:  
 -1 draw = 80% retention 
 -1 draw = each FP report filed with BPW 
Canada that includes a new member 
-1 draw = for each new member 

YOU CAN WIN! 
• Gift Certificates 
-$250 WestJet 
-$100 Radio Shack 
-$100 Staples 
-Framed artwork by Dana 
• Criteria: 
-1 draw = each new sponsored member 

 
Check the website for details www.bpwcanada.com 

 
 

 



Exciting News from the UN! A step forward for the world’s women   
 

GEAR (Gender Equality Architecture Reform) has finally been approved by the General Assembly at the 

United Nations.  GEAR will facilitate a new entity, a consolidation of four existing women’s entities into a 
single body at the United Nations.  The four entities to be consolidated are: 

• U.N. Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM); 

• The Office of the Special Advisor on Gender Issues; 

• The U.N. Division for the Advance of Women (DAW); 
• The International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). 

 

The General Assembly has expressed strong and unanimous support in adopting a resolution on September 
14th, 2009 to create this new entity, which will be headed by a new Under Secretary-General.  Women and 

their allies, including BPW Canada, have been advocating for this consolidation for three years to provide a 

stronger, better-resourced agency on gender equality of women’s empowerment.  The new entity is expected 
to be in operation by the time of the Beijing + 15 Review at the Committee on the Status of Women in 

March 2010. 

 

Member states must also address, in a timely fashion, all the outstanding issues required for the entity to 
begin operations, including the mechanisms for governance and oversight.  Donor countries need to pledge 

the substantial funding ($1 billion) to support the  

proposed strong field operation that the entity must  
have to be successful in fulfilling the promises made 

by governments and the UN to the world’s women.  

Women around the world have waited for the United 
Nations and member states to fulfil the promises 

made since the first International Women’s Year in 

1975, the adoption of the Convention on the 

Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) 30 years ago. 

 

Doris Hall, 1
st
 Vice President  

& Chair, International Affairs 

  
At our Annual General Meeting in Toronto in June, 

BPW members voted to join Canadian Women for 

Women in Afghanistan, a group that works hard to 
raise money for women in that country. One way 

they do it is through a “Breaking Bread” event, and 

BPW clubs are strongly urged to consider doing this 
for our International month in February. How does 

this work? Instead of holding your meeting at a 

restaurant, where you normally pay $25 or $30 for 
your meal, hold a potluck. Everyone pays the same 

price anyway, and monies collected go to Breaking 

Break. The objective is to raise $750, the 

approximate cost of one teacher’s salary for a year in 
Afghanistan. Please consider doing this to help our 

sisters in Afghanistan. Learn more at 

www.cw4wafghan.ca/ 

A new departure in virtual reality! 
By Crystal Sissons – BPW Virtual Club 

     On September 17th, 2009, the BPW Virtual Club 
entered the teleconference world with its first themed 
discussion.  This new initiative will run throughout the year, 
with a range of different topics.  With each session, a 
presenter gives a half an hour presentation, and then the 
virtual floor opens for questions and answers.  

     The BPW Virtual Club was fortunate to have Kathy 
Wong of CARE Canada as its first presenter.   Kathy is the 
Campaign Manager for CARE’s “I AM Powerful” 
campaign.  With the assistance of a detailed power point 
presentation, sent out to members in advance, she 
brought enthusiasm to the discussion that made the phone 
lines spark with energy.  Kathy pointed out the various 
projects that CARE is currently working on which assist 
women with gaining an education and improving their 
livelihoods.  She also highlighted upcoming projects that 
CARE is planning to celebrate the power of women in 
Canada and around the world.  On behalf of BPW Virtual 
Club, thank you Kathy once again for an excellent 
overview of CARE Canada!  For additional information, 
see her power point presentation, which will be made 
available on the BPW Virtual Club webpage.  

     It was a wonderful evening, and a great new 
adventure.  The upcoming topic will be Persons Day in 
October.  

www.bpwcanada.com/english/home/bpw-virtual-club.html 

 

 


