Volume 3 Issue Number 1

October 2008

BPWC Virtual - President’s Message

The lazy days of summer have become a distant memory as we return to the business of BPWC
Virtual. The Convention in Winnipeg was well represented by three of our virtual members, Vi
Andersen, Kathy Laing, and Joyce Bell. I look forward to reading their report on the highlights
of the Convention. Congratulations are extended to Vi Andersen who has become a National
Vice President, responsible for Resolutions. Vi’s nomination will allow BPWC Virtual to be
more closely aligned to BPW Canada and give our “virtual pioneers” a big voice at the National
table.
With a fall election underway, having a national organization such as BPW Canada to inform
women about issues and give them a voice to advocate on their concerns to the federal
government seems all the more relevant. BPWC Virtual is part of a patchwork of like-minded
women, who still believe that there are walls to climb and ceilings to break for women to have
full and equal participation in society.
Unfortunately, we have become complacent, too busy in our everyday lives to think of the bigger
picture. This explains why many organizations, including BPW, have seen a decline in
membership. We should all remember that our great country is built on democracy and active
engagement of its citizens. If we sit on the side lines, others will make decisions for us.
My hope is that we can reach out and reignite the passion in women across Canada similar to that
of our grandmothers, those true pioneers who blazed the trails for us. When we go to vote on
October 14th, remember those women of years ago and the fight to not only have a vote but to
hold office. Happy Person’s Day!
Shannon MacNeill, BPWC Virtual President

Editor’s Note
Hello all,
This is the first newsletter of our third year as BPW Virtual Club!
We just recently had three amazing representatives at the July
2008 Convention in Winnipeg, Manitoba – the second national convention with
BPW Virtual Club attendance!
Thanks go out to Vi, Kathy and Joyce for their ‘real’ presence for the rest of us. Congratulations
to Vi, the first BPW Virtual Member to be elected as a National Vice President. I would also
like to extend a warm Virtual Club welcome to Tara Dawood!
So far this year we’ve been focused on the pressing concern of membership. It is a challenge
that BPW Canada has struggled with on and off during its history, and the persistence of the
membership from coast-to-coast has allowed for the club to continue since its creation in 1930!
Yep, that’s right 1930!! As a Virtual Club we have our own challenges to meet with, but we are
trying various initiatives.
One selling point we really need to promote is that we are a ‘virtual’ club and able to adapt,
react, and adjust quickly to the changing situations in Canada and around the world. We need
to look into how to maximize this advantage (i.e. connect more strongly with our national clubs
and work together with cyberspace as our ally ( it is lightening fast and we can be too!), and
explore the reality of having our own website). A way to get the BPW message out is to connect
further with various like-minded organizations, such as CARE Canada. Read on in this
newsletter to find out more about this exiciting organization care of Emily Bocking. Let’s think
seriously about supporting this worthwhile organization that advocates for women through its “I
Am Powerful Campaign”.
Being very historically minded as I am, I wish you all a very happy Women’s History Month. I
hope that you took time to think about the importance of women’s history and women’s
contributions to history in Canada and beyond. I am always open to discuss questions and ideas
pertaining to this rich and exciting narrative! Remember that women are fifty percent of the
population and have amazing stories to tell. I challenge each and every one of you to explore at
least one history related topic this year, whether it is a biography, a historical text, or simply a
detailed examination of a topic you’ve always wanted more information on.
We’ve had another election and more women are represented again, but we are still in need of a
stronger voice – this is a topic we need to consider. The December 2008 Chatelaine discusses
why politics is still a ‘male’ profession what are your thoughts?
As for me, a quick update. Things are moving along. This summer I had the chance to explore
France, learn some French, and attend and give a paper at the Fourteenth International
Conference on Women in Engineering and Science (ICWES14) in Lille, France. The world is a
small one, as during the gala dinner I ran into a woman from Adelaide, Australia (Adelaide will

be hosting ICWES15) and it ended up that she was a MP and a member of BPW Australia! So,
we had quite a bit to talk about, and she was interested in our organization. There is interest in
our uniqueness among ourselves and beyond – we need to seize that interest and run with it. We
can achieve great things if we put our minds to it and allow ourselves to grow and experiment
beyond the box. We are virtual – we are an experiment in progress – let’s hypothesize, let’s
dream, let’s create, let’s dare to be different!
Cheers for now,

Crystal
p.s. I am ALWAYS looking for more contributions, ideas, pictures! HINT, HINT!!

Top: A session of ICWES14 in Lille, France
Right: Kakabecka Falls, close to Thunder Bay, Ontario –
northern breathtaking beauty! I had a chance to escapte to
Norther Ontario for a quick trip as well, and wanted to
share!

BPW Canada National Convention – Winnipeg , Manitoba July 24-27 2008
On behalf of the BPWC Virtual club Vi Andersen, Joyce Bell and I attended the National
Convention in Winnipeg at the end of July. Speaking for myself, it was an opportunity for me to
renew friendships, meet new members and reinforce my commitment to this organization. It was
also good to spend time in my hometown –something that I do not do often enough.
The Manitoba members were most hospitable, and provided interesting programs. They had a
great hard-working committee which I am sure was appreciated by all who attended. I especially
enjoyed the music and opportunity to dance after speeches and other business – it was fun and
relaxing!! As usual, though some of the speeches were too long, and there were not enough
opportunities to talk to members from other clubs – too little time I expect.
Business plans for BPW Canada resulting from the Convention were emailed to all members in a
message from Sue Calhoun August 29th titled “1st Club mailing of BPW Canada 31-08-08’ –
therefore I have not listed them here.
I am sure all of our members will join me in our thanks to Fran Donaldson for her dedication and
leadership during her term as our BPW Canada president, and in giving Sue Calhoun our support
in her role as our new president.
Shortly after I returned to Ottawa I received an email from the BPW Canada’s new treasurer
Lynn Johnston, telling me that she was to be in Ottawa for her daughter’s wedding. She looked
too young to me to have a daughter of that age – guess that is because everyone looks young to
me these days! Anyway while she was here I had a very pleasant visit with her, her mother, and
her other younger daughter - it turned out that her family lives near my residence, and that Lynn
had grown up in Ottawa. It is really great to have a new treasurer who is energetic and so very
personable – I hope other members will have the chance to meet her – Vi will of course have that
opportunity in her new position as BPW Canada Vice- president. Congratulations,
congratulations Vi!!

Another plus at the Convention was the chance to spend time with Virtual Club member Joyce
Bell – we had some good conversations, and she is such a terrific addition to our club. I hope we
can all get together in person from time to time – the personal contact is so important I think.

On another note – while in Kingston in July I spoke by phone to Mary Beach from the Kingston
club. During the conversation she invited me, and any other local Virtual members to attend their
District meeting October 25th in Kingston. As a result Allana and I are driving down for the day.
Crystal has too much going on right now so cannot join us. The Ottawa club used to be part of
that district (Kingston, Belleville and Trenton). More on that meeting later.

Thank you Virtual Club members for sending me as an Alternate delegate, and for assisting me
financially to attend the Convention – a great opportunity. – Kathy Laing (BPW member since
1979).

You GO Girls!
Congratulations Vi!!

About CARE:
CARE is the leading non-religious, non-governmental organization in the world. CARE’s field
experience, dating back over 60 years, has demonstrated time and time again the changes that
women, when empowered, can effect in their families, their communities, and ultimately their
nations.
CARE’s mission is to serve individuals and families in the poorest communities in the world and,
by definition, the majority of those individuals are women.
Of the 1 million people CARE serves everyday, 70% are women.
CARE knows that as long as women struggle against oppression and injustice, families and
communities will continue to fall short of their full potential.
The I Am Powerful campaign is a new CARE initiative focused on conveying positive images of
strength and determination regarding women in the developing world and empowering Canadian
women to increase their awareness and involvement in the plight of women half a world away.
Women in the developing world are strong and capable. What they need are not hand-outs, but
rather a hand-up - a foundation off of which to raise their voices and make changes within their
community. These women have the power to change their world and you have the power to help
them do it.
Ways to make a difference with CARE:
-

Hold an event in support of CARE—whether its intent is to raise funds or raise
awareness. Please email iampowerful@care.ca for more information.

-

Instead of giving traditional Christmas gifts this holiday season, take this opportunity to
give a gift that will truly make a difference. CARE’s online gift catalogue will be up
soon at www.care.ca

-

Email CARE’s 2:44 video to your friends. Click on the link to view it:
http://care.ca/main/?en&iap_videos

-

Join CARE Canada’s Friends of CARE Facebook Group and keep an eye on the CARE
Canada website, www.care.ca, to receive updates on our projects and hear more stories
from the field.

-

If you have any other ideas on how you would like to get involved, please let us know.
You can reach CARE via email (Emily@care.ca, iampowerful@care.ca) or at 1-800-2675232.

