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 Presents:  
 

A History of Women’s Rights 
 



Our history to share… 



1608 

• Quebec, no more then a trading post – 
European women were virtually absent 

 

• Aboriginal 
communities 

 at the time were 
matrilineal,  
and women 
possessed 

political power 



1639 

• Marie Guyart, known as Marie 
de l‟Incarnation, founded the 

Ursuline Convent in Québec 
City 

• In New France she pioneered a 
system of educational and social 

services 



1642 
Jeanne Mance, 
who co-founded 

Montréal with 
Maisonneuve, was 
recognized as the 
first lay nurse in 
North America.  
She went on to 

establish the Hôtel-
Dieu Hospital 



1657 

Marguerite 
Bourgeoys 
opened the 

first school in 
Ville-Marie 
(Montréal) 



1664 

New France was governed under the  
Custom of Paris, its first Civil Code,  

which imposed the community of property 
regime between spouses 



1664 cont‟d… 

• Property management was 
entrusted to the husband, and 

married women were considered 
legally incompetent 

 

• Under the community of property 
rights were only restored to a 

widow on the death of her 
husband 



1791 

 The Constitutional Act 
enfranchised all land-

owners who met a rather 
modest threshold, 

irrespective of sex. Some 
women therefore had the 

right to vote & exercised it  



1834 

 The abolition of 
 slavery put an  

end to the  
exploitation of African and 
Amerindian women, used as 

unpaid labour in certain 
Québec households  

 



1839 

Québec‟s first feminist 
organization, the 

Montreal Council of 
Local Women, was 

born. It brought 
together francophones 

and anglophones 



1849 

Women lost the right 
to vote due to 

legislation 
introduced by the 

Union of Canadian 
Provinces 



1858 
The Grey Nuns established the 

first daycares, known as 
“asylum rooms” in Montréal‟s 
working class neighborhoods 
as well as in Longeuil, Saint-
Jean, Québec City, Saint-

Jérôme, and Saint-Hyacinthe, 
so mothers could work and 

families survive difficult times   



1866 

The Civil Code of Lower Canada 
enacted stated that women… 

1. May not act as legal guardians, 
defend or undertake a legal 

action, or enter into contracts 
2.  Have no right to the wages from 

their own work. This law had a 
profound affect on perceptions 

and attitudes  



1869 

The Canadian 
government 
decided to 

deprive 
Aboriginal 

women and their 
descendants of 
Indian status if 

they married 
non-status men 

 

Aboriginal women 
were shut out of 
political power in 
their  communities 

http://www.cf-

sn.ca/communities

/first_nations.php 



1878 
Women flocked to the teaching 

profession in growing numbers, 
but men taught the advanced 

classes and occupied 
administrative positions. 

Female teachers were paid 
40% of what their male 

counterparts received for the 
same work  

 



1882 

 

• Prohibited husbands from disposing 
of family property, generally the 
house and a share of lands, without 
wife's consent 

•  Act amended in 1909 and women 
lost this legal protection  

The Homestead Act was enacted 



1888 
McGill University awarded its first 

Bachelor‟s degrees to women 

Female Graduates of McGill 



1888 cont'd… 

• McGill admitted women only 
to its Normal School and 
Faculty of Arts. Other 

faculties were closed to them.  
 

• Francophone universities 
refused outright to admit 
women. They were only 

permitted to attend lectures. 
 



1890 

Gertrude 
Elizabeth 

Livingston, RN, 
opened a 

nursing school at 
the Montreal 

General 
Hospital 



1891 

Robertine Barry 
(pen-name 

Françoise) was 
the first woman 

journalist in 
French Canada 

Throughout her career, she 
championed social justice,  

women‟s rights  



1891 
• Nearly one woman in ten held 

paid employment 
• The occupations choice was 
limited to servant, factory worker, 

or teacher 
• The most common occupation 

for women was that of servant 
• In the cities, nearly one third of 

factory workers were women 



1894 
The Socialist 
Workers‟ Party 

manifesto 
demanded the 

right to universal 
suffrage 

regardless of 
religious beliefs, 
skin color, or sex  



1898 

The Grey Nuns of Hôpital  
Notre-Dame founded the first  

French-Canadian nursing school  
 

Class of 1920 



1899 
 

• Public Education Act banned 
women from voting  or running for 

School Commissioner 

• Act passed in reaction to 
attempts of a feminists group to 

have a woman elected to the 
Protestant Board of School 

Commissioners 
 



1900 

• Women could no longer attend 
medical school in Québec 

 

• The Faculty of Medicine of 
Bishop‟s University, which had 
accepted women, merged with 
McGill University‟s, which did 

not accept women  



1900 
Canadian 
women who 

owned 
property were 
given the right 

to vote in 
municipal 
elections 



1902 

Marie Gérin-
Lajoie‟s legal 
treatise for women 
explained civil and 
constitutional law 
in ordinary 
language - became 
an important 
resource for 
feminists 
 

 



1902 
Colored Women‟s Club 

Women created the first community 
organization for the Blacks in Montreal 



1902 

Anne Greenup, 
founding 

President of 
the Colored 

Women‟s Club 



1903 

her  medical degree in 
Minnesota, became 

the first woman 
to practice medicine 

 in Québec 
 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/wo

men/030001-1408-e.html 

 

 Thanks to a private member‟s bill, 
Irma Levasseur, who had obtained 



1904 
 Marie Sirois  

became the first 
woman to receive a 

degree from a 
francophone 

university, 
Université Laval  



Justine Lacoste-Beaubien-c1905 



1907 

and Caroline Béique created the first 
francophone, Catholic, feminist 

organization, the Fédération 
nationale Saint-Jean-Baptiste  



1908 

• Québec‟s first classical college 
for young women, École 

d‟enseignement supérieur pour 
jeunes filles opened 

 

• In 1926, the institution was 
renamed Marguerite-
Bourgeoys College   



1908 
Justine Lacoste-Beaubien 

founded Sainte-Justine 
Hospital in Montréal, but 

in order to run the 
hospital, she first asked 

Québec‟s National 
Assembly to exempt 
married women on the 

Board of Directors from 
their status as legally 

incompetent   

http://nouvelles.banq.qc.ca/

archives/view.asp?ID=521&l

ang=EN 



1911 

•  McGill University‟s Faculty of Law 
opened to women 

 
 
 
 

 Marie (Joséphine) 
Gérin-Lajoie, daughter 

of the feminist of the 
same name, was the first 

graduate from  
École d‟enseignement 

Supérieur pour  
les Jeunes Filles  



1912 

Carrie Matilda Derrick 
established the Montreal 

Suffrage Association, the 
first organization primarily 

devoted to securing 
women‟s right to vote in 

federal elections  
 



1912 

Carrie Matilda 
Derrick became 

the first woman 
professor at  
a Canadian  

University 
 (McGill)   



1914 

Annie McDonald-
Langstaff became 
the first woman to 

receive a law degree 
from McGill 

University, which 
ignited a battle for the right of  

women to practice law that continued 
until 1941 



1916 

Emily Murphy became the 
first woman member of 

Canada‟s judiciary 



1916 

The Montréal campus of 
Université Laval awarded official 

recognition to young women 
having completed the arts and 

sciences program at leading 
boarding schools.  This became 

the highest level of instruction 
available to girls in Québec   



1917 

Québec‟s National 
Assembly adopted 

the first minimum wage 
act for women--but it 
remained inoperative 

until 1925 



1918 

 Following the 
Faculty of Law in 

1911, McGill 
University‟s Faculty 
of Medicine admitted 

women 



1918 

Women obtained the right to 
vote in federal elections 



1919 

The allumettières (women working in 
match factories) launched the first 

labor dispute in Québec involving a 
women‟s labor union   



1921 

The Comité provincial 
pour le suffrage féminin  

took over for the 
Montreal Suffrage 

Association in rallying 
Anglophone and 

Francophone support for 
women‟s suffrage  



1921 

 McGill 
University 

was the first to 
offer Nursing 

Science in 
Québec  

http://montrealflags.tripod.com/mcgill.html 



1921 

Agnes McPhail 
became the first 

woman elected to 
parliament in Ottawa 

 



1925 

At Université de 
Montréal, Marthe 

Pelland became the first 
woman to be admitted to 
the Faculty of Medicine 

in a francophone 
university    



1926 

The Business and 
Professional Women‟s 
Club of Montreal was 

incorporated and 
Florence Posthill was 

the Founding President 



1927 

• The Comité provincial pour le 
suffrage féminin splits in two.  

• The Alliance canadienne pour 
le vote des femmes du Québec 
was headed up by Idola Saint-
Jean, while Thérèse Casgrain 
lead the Provincial Committee 

that became, in 1928, the Ligue 
des droits des femmes  



1928 

• For the first time, women were allowed to 
enter the Olympic Games 

• Canadian women competed in track and 
field 



1929 

Emily Murphy, Henrietta 
Muir Edwards, Louise 

McKinney, Irene Parlby and 
Nellie McClung instituted a 

campaign to ensure that 
women were “Persons” in the 
BNA Act." This was now 

known as the “Persons 
Case.” 



1929 

Following a long legal and 
political debate, the Privy 

Council in London decided 
that women were persons 

and, as such, enjoy the rights 
and privileges that entitle 

them, among other things, to 
sit as members of the Senate  



1930 

Business and Professional 
Women Canada (officially 
known as the CFBPWC) 
was established and became 

a founding member of the 
International Federation of 
Business and Professional 

Women, that same year. 



1930-1932 

the first  President, 
BPW Canada, 

and second 
President, BPW 
Montreal, 1928-

1930 
 

Dorothy Henecker 



1930 

     Cairine Mackay 
Wilson became 
Canada‟s first 

woman senator and, 
in 1949, the first 

Canadian woman 
delegate to the 

United Nations 
General Assembly 

 



1930 cont'd…   

Idola Saint-Jean became the first 
Québec woman to run for federal office, 

but was defeated   



1931 

Changes made to the Civil 
Code after the Commission 

on the Civil Rights of Women 
(Dorion Commission) meant 
that women married under the 
community of property regime 

could now use their own 
earnings as they saw fit 



1931 cont‟d… 

Women married under 
the separation of 
property regime 

acquired the right to 
vote in municipal 

elections  



1932 
The organization 
Solidarité féminine 

association founded 
with the goal of 

protecting the rights of 
working women and 

mothers in need 



1934 

Women were at the 
forefront of the first 

major strike in the 
ladies‟ garment industry, 

better known as the 
“Grève de la guenille” 



1937-1960 

The history of 
union 

organization 
among women in 

the garment 

industry was marked by activists like 
Madeleine Parent and Léa Roback, 

who struggled for better working 
conditions for women and men   



1937 

Yvette Charpentier 
became the first woman 
employee in a Québec 
garment factory to sign 

a union contract, 
making her a pioneer in 

the labor movement 



1937 

Agathe 
Lacoursière-

Lacerte became 
the first woman 

member of a 
university faculty 



1937 cont'd… 

Laure Gaudreault, 
founder of the 

Association des 
institutrices rurales  
became the first 

 paid female union 
employee in 

Québec    
 



1938 
• For the first time, 

women attended a 
political party 

convention, that 
of the Québec 
Liberal Party 

•Thérèse Casgrain had women‟s 
suffrage put on the convention 

agenda and it was adopted by the 
general assembly 



1938 

To commemorate the 5 Persons 
Case, a bronze plaque was erected 

in the Senate ante-chamber by 
BPW Canada 



1939 

Marcelle Barthe became 
Radio-Canada‟s first 

woman announcer 
 

http://www.crccf.uottawa

.ca/exposition_virtuelle/c

ollection_fonds_archives

/upload/images/normal/p

h229-4_med.jpg 



1940 
• As WWII raged, Québec 
women won the right to vote in 

provincial elections 

• Widowed or single women 
property owners, who had had 

the right to vote in municipal 
elections since 1888, gained the 

right to hold municipal office 
 

   



1940 
Scientist and 

botanist, Marcelle 
Gauvreau was 

awarded the Prix de 
l‟Association 
canadienne- 

française pour 
l‟avancement des 

sciences 



1940 
The war forced governments to 
call on women to work in factories 



1940 cont‟d… 

Some women were told 
they could do any job 
they choose and were 

offered training as 
mechanics, welders, and 

electricians 
 



1940 cont‟d… 

Three years later, 
housewives were 

encouraged to accept 
part-time work and six 

daycares were set up in 
Montréal to help them 

do this  
 



1942 
Lawyers, 
Suzanne 

Raymond Fillion 
and Elizabeth 

Monk, became the 
first women called 

to the bar in 
Québec  http://labarv1022.free.fr/page_web/expo/elizabeth.html 



1945 

When Canadian Family 
Allowance was introduced 

in Québec, it was to be paid 
to the head of the family.  

Thérèse Casgrain 
challenged and won, so that 

cheques were paid to 
mothers  



1945 

With the end of the war, 
the government 

encouraged women to 
return to the home so 

public daycare facilities 
were shut down 



1946 

Training in home economics 
reached an unprecedented 

level. Female students 
extended their education to a 

total of 11 or 13 years by 
attending home economics 

schools, called Institute 
Familial 

 



1946 

Mary B. Jackson-Fowler 
was the first woman to 
receive an engineering 

degree from McGill 
University‟s Faculty of 

Engineering 



1947 
   Mae 

O‟Connor 
became the first 

woman to run 
for provincial 

office in 
Québec, she 
was defeated    

 



1947 cont'd… 
Judith Jasmin was 

the first woman in 
Québec to be a 
senior reporter in 

a profession 
traditionally 

dominated by 
men 

 

She also became 
Canada‟s first 
woman foreign 
correspondent   



1948 

Suzanne Coallier 
became Québec‟s 

first woman 
Chartered 

Accountant   



1950 

MP, Ellen Louks 
Fairclough 
presented the 
first bill requiring 
equal pay for 
work of equal 
value in areas 
under federal 
jurisdiction 
 

http://www.heroines.ca/graphics/fairclough.jpg 



1953  
Mariana Beauchamp-Jodoin 

became the first Québec woman 
appointed to the Senate 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinf

o/Files/Parliamentarian.aspx?I

tem=7a073f06-df28-4b48-

a10b-

251a5326b9e6&Language=F 



1954 
Elsie M. Gibbons became the 
first woman to be elected mayor 
in Québec in Portage-du-Fort   
 

http://www.fortcoulonge.qc.ca/histoire/dossier_5_1901+-+2000.html 



1955 

The federal government 
signed agreements with 

several Caribbean island 
states to allow the annual 
emigration of 100 women, 
but only if they agreed to 

work as domestics  



1956 

Montreal was the host 
city to the 7th Triennial 
Congress of BPW 
International. This was 
the first time a BPWI 
Congress was held in 
North America 



1957 

Ellen Louks 
Fairclough 
became the 
first female 

cabinet 
minister in 
Ottawa 



1958 

Louise Dumoulin 
became Québec‟s 
first woman notary   



1961 

Marie-Claire 
Kirkland became 
the first woman 
elected to the  

National  
Assembly and was 

named Minister- 
Without-Portfolio 
the following year 

 



1961 

Châtelaine  and 
Maintenant inaugurated 

a new era in women‟s 
magazines, reflecting a 
certain concept of the 

status of women   



1961 cont‟d… 

Thérèse Lemay-Lavoie 
became the first woman  

appointed to the Bench 
in Québec in the 

Municipal Court of 
Saint-Georges     

 



1962 

Alice Girard at the 
Faculty of 

Nursing Science, 
Université de 

Montréal, became 
the first woman 

Dean of a 
university faculty 

in Québec 



1964 

Championed by 
MNA Marie-

Claire Kirkland, 
the Act put an 
end to the legal 

incapacity of 
married women 

The Act Respecting the Legal Capacity 
of Married Women was adopted. 



1964 cont‟d … 
• Women could practice a 

profession, manage their 
property, and sign 

contracts 

• The law absolved married 
women from the obligation 

to obey their husbands  
 



1964 

The Parent Report 
fostered increased 

access to education 
for girls. It 

recommended mixed 
classes & free tuition 



1966 

Jean Singer, and BPW Montreal 
Past-Presidents, Helen Dearlove,  

Phyllis Hardy 



1967 

The Commission 
on the Status of 

Women unearthed 
troubling 

information on the 
discrimination and 

poverty 
experienced by 

women 



1968 

BPW Montreal 
sponsored the first 

simultaneous translation 
at the BPW National 

Convention in Moncton, 
New Brunswick 



1969 

Women‟s 
Liberation 

Front published 
the first issue of 

the Feminist 
newspaper 

Québécoises 
deboutte! 



1970 

The Bird Commission 
on the Status of 
Women tabled its 
report calling for 

institutional and de 
facto equality  

 



1970 
The community of property 
legal regime was replaced by 
the partnership of acquits, 
combining the benefits of 

the separation of property 
during marriage and the 

community of property after 
a marriage ends 



1970 

Charlotte Van Dine, BPW Canada, 
President 1970-1972 and BPW Montreal, 

President 1958-1960 



1971 

Women obtained the right to 
serve as jurors after a 

demonstration organized by the 
Front de Libération des 

femmes (FLF) during the trial 
of Paul Rose, a member of the 

FLQ 



1971 

The federal 
unemployment 

insurance regime 
provided 15 weeks 
of paid maternity 

leave 
 



1972 

BPW Montreal Past- 
President, (on the right) 

Dorothy Foss 



1972 

Monique Bégin, 
Albanie Morin, and 

Jeanne Sauvé 
become the first 

Québec women to sit 
in the House of 

Commons 



1972 

Jeanne Sauvé 
also became 

Québec‟s first 
woman cabinet 

minister  
 



1973 

Gabrielle 
Vallée became 
the first woman 
to be elected 
President of 
the Bar of 
Québec 

http://www.barreau.qc.ca/quebec/1/6/1_6_17_2.asp 



1973 

Québec government set up 
the Conseil du statut de 
la femme, and the federal 

government set up the 
Canadian Advisory 

Council on the Status of 
Women 



1973 cont‟d… 

• Supreme Court ruled, the 1960 
Canadian Bill of Rights, 

guaranteeing equality in the eyes of 
the law, did not apply to section 12 

of the Indian Act 
 

• It was the first time that a case 
dealing with discrimination by 

reason of sex was heard by the 
courts 

 



1974 

Sister Marguerite Jean of 
the Congregation of 

Good Shepherd Sisters 
of Québec became the 

first Canadian woman to 
receive a doctorate in 

canon law  
 



1974 

Senator Renaude 
Lapointe 

became the first 
francophone 
woman to be 

elected Speaker 
of the Senate  



1974 
The Government of Québec adopted 

its first daycare policy, the Bacon 
Plan, named for the minister 
responsible – Lise Bacon  



• United Nations 
declared 1975 

International Women‟s 
Year 

 

• Québec adopted 
the Charter of 

Human Rights and 
Freedoms; it 

outlawed sex-based 
discrimination  

1975 



1975 
The first shelters for abused 

women appeared through 
women‟s personal or 
collective initiatives. 

Previously, only religious 
communities offered shelter 

for women fleeing their 
conjugal home 



1975 

Nicole Juteau 
became 
Québec‟s 
first woman 
police officer   
 

http://www.info-culture.biz/expophotofemme.html 



1976 
• Les Éditions Remue-Ménage 
became the first publishing house 

to specialize in women‟s issues 

• This same year, the first issue of 
the journal, les Têtes de pioche, 
was founded by a radical feminist 

collective   



1976 

At an International Board Meeting, BPW 
Prof. Beryl Nasher, International Federation 

President received guests including BPW 
Montreal Past-President Helen Dearlove  



1976 

The number of 
woman in the 

Quebec National 
Assembly rose 

above one 



1976 

The first university research 
group in women‟s studies was 
established at Université du 

Québec à Montréal, the 
Groupe interdisciplinaire 
pour l‟enseignement et la 
recherche sur les femmes 

(GIERF) 



1976 

The  
Honourable 

Flora 
MacDonald, 

Keynote 
Speaker 

50th Anniversary   BPW Montreal 



1977 
A broad network of publicly funded 

women‟s shelters was developed in 
aid of abused women 



1977 

The Montréal YWCA 
offered its Nouveau 
Départ program, the 

first to help women 
return to the labor 

market  
 



1977 
Black women in 

Montreal formed the 
first chapter of the 

National Congress of 
Black Women. 
Eventually this 

advocacy organization 
spanned the country 

Esmeralda Thornhill, Congress 

President, 1989-91 

http://first.jamesrobinsonjohnstonchair.dal.ca/holder

_profile.html 



1978 
• To protect the jobs of working 

women, Québec‟s National 
Assembly amended the 

Minimum Wage Act to provide 
18 weeks of maternity leave 

• Judy Evan-Cameron became 
Québec‟s first women airline 

pilot  
  



1978 

The Conseil du Statut de la 
Femme presented a 

comprehensive policy on the 
status of women comprising 
306 recommendations and 

entitled: Pour les 
Québécoises: égalité et 

indépendance 



Laurette Champigny-Robillard 

President,  Conseil du statut de la femme 

1978 



1978 cont‟d… 

The provincial 
government created le 

Secrétariat pour la 
condition féminine, to 
implement a women‟s 

rights policy  
 



1979 
 

The Conseil 
du statut de 

la femme 
launched its 

magazine, 
the Gazette 
des femmes  



1979 

Claire L'Heureux-Dubé was the first 
woman appointed as a Québec 

Superior Court Justice, and, in 1987, 
became the first Québec woman to sit 

on the Supreme Court of Canada 
 



1979 cont„d… 

Christine Tourigny 
became the first woman 
Assistant Secretary-
General (equivalent of 

Deputy-Minister)  
appointed by the 

Québec government   
 



1979 cont„d… 

Lise Payette 
became the 

first 
Minister of 
State for 

the Status 
of Women 

 

http://scaa.usask.ca/gallery/reeves/alphaP-S.html 



1979 

The Office des 
services de garde à 

l‟enfance was created   



1980 
• Wives working in family 
businesses recognized as 

employees and salaries were 
now  a deductible business 

expense 

• A non-automatic support 
payment collection system was 

put in place 



1980 

Jeanne Sauvé became the first 
woman Speaker of the House of 

Commons   



1980 

The first issue 
 of feminist magazine  

La Vie en rose 
 hit the newsstands  

 



1981 
Parliamentary Reform also 
recognizes the exceptional 

contribution each spouse made 
to the other‟s material wealth 

by introducing a compensatory 
allowance. Courts, however, 

rarely recognized the value of 
housework   

 



1981 
The  1979 UN Convention 

for the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women 
(CEDAW), was ratified by 

Canada.  The same year, 
Québec declared itself 

bound by the Convention  
 

 



1981 

An assessment protocol 
to check for 

discriminatory 
stereotypes became part 
of the approval process 

for new textbooks  



1981 
 Andrée P. 

Boucher 
became the 

first woman to 
lead a 

municipal 
political party 

in Québec  
 



1981 
The Act Respecting Occupational 

Health And Safety granted 
pregnant or breastfeeding women 

the right to be transferred to other 
duties if their working conditions 

were considered dangerous to their 
health or the health of their child, 
or, they could stop working with 

CSST compensation 



1981 

At Bishop‟s University, 
Janyne M. Hodder 

became the first woman 
to be appointed 

Principal of a university 
institution  

 



1981 

Joan Macklin deals a little "lady luck" to 
Past- President, Ruth Linstead (second 

to left) at a fundraising event 



1982 

Under Section 10 of 
the Charter of Human 
Rights and Freedoms 

harassment for any form 
of discrimination was 

prohibited   



1982 

The Supreme Court ruled 
that discrimination based on 

pregnancy did not 
constitute discrimination 
based on sex. (the Bliss 

case)  



1982 
Federal MP, 

Margaret 
Mitchell was 

ridiculed in the 
House of 
Commons 

when she brought up the issue 
of violence against women 

 

http://www.headtaxfamilies.ca/news/margaret%20mitchell.html 



1982 cont‟d… 
Following intense pressure by the 

English-speaking feminist lobby, 
Section 28 was added to the 

Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms in 1982, reinforcing the 
fundamental character of the right 

to equality of the sexes, and 
protecting this equality 

independently of other Charter 
measures  



1982 

• Bertha Wilson 
became the first 

female appointed 
to the Supreme 

Court of 
Canada 

1983 
• Jeanne Sauvé became the first woman 

to be named Governor-General 



1983 

The Conseil du statut de la 
femme organized the Forum on 

the Economic Power of Women 
in Montréal. Measures to guide 

the Conseil‟s work were 
proposed on:  work, employment 

equality, income security, tax 
policy, and women‟s share of 

power 



1984 

Originally from 
Montreal, 
Anne Cools 
became the first 
Black in 
Canadian 
history to be 
appointed to 
the Senate  

Senator,  
Anne C. Cools 



1985 

The articles of the Charter of 
Human Rights and Freedoms 
authorized the introduction of 
affirmative action programs in 
federal ministries; still, private 

companies were exempt unless 
discrimination was proved  



1985 

Our Future: It concerns us too 



1985 cont'd… 

With Bill C-31 Aboriginal 
women who now married 

non-aboriginal men, 
retained their Indian status 
and could pass their Indian 
status on to their children  

 



1985 cont'd… 

Still, women who regained 
their Indian status were 
unable to pass on their 
status to their second-

generation children unless 
their father also had status  

 



1985 

Lise Bacon 
became the first 

woman named 
Deputy- 

Premier in the 
National 

Assembly 



1987 
In the first legal action for sexual 

harassment (the Bonnie 
Robichaud Saga), the Supreme 

Court ruled employers must 
create a work environment free of 

any form of harassment and 
emphasized the employer‟s 

responsibility for harassment 
committed by employees 



1988 
Jeannine Guillevin 
Wood became the 

first woman 
president of 

Conseil du patronat 
du Québec and in 
1997 became the 

first woman to chair 
a Canadian bank 

  



Family violence 
affects one household 

in ten! 
The Québec 

government 
launched an 
awareness 

campaign: La 
violence conjugale, 
c‟est inacceptable  

1988 



1988 

Thérèse Gouin 
Décarie 

became the first 
woman to 

receive the Prix 
du Québec in 
the sciences, 

the Léon-
Gérin Award  



1988 cont'd… 

Lorraine Pagé 
became the first 
woman elected 
to head a major 
labour body in 

Québec 
 



1989 

The government of 
Québec recognized the 

principle of “equal pay for 
work of equal value” for 

some 19,000 civil servants, 
primarily women, resulting 

in salary adjustments  



1989 
Corporations now had a 

contractual obligation 
to implement affirmative 

action programs in 
order to qualify for 

Québec government 
contracts or grants    



1989 

The National Assembly adopted the 
Act Respecting Economic 

Equality of the Spouses that 
confirms marriage as an economic 
partnership and provides for an 
equal division of marital assets 

between the spouses in the event of 
marriage breakdown, irrespective of 

ownership title  



1989 

December 6, a man killed 
fourteen young women 
engineering students at 

École Polytechnique de 
Montréal, shouting 

“You‟re all feminists. I 
hate feminists.” 

 



1989 cont‟d… 

The tragedy sparks renewed 
debate on violence against 
women  and December 6 
was proclaimed National 

Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against 

Women  
 



Sheila Fraser, Avy Loftus and Past-
Presidents BPW Montreal, Phyllis Mosher 

and Rosetta Cadogan 

1990 



1990 

To commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of women‟s right 

to vote in Québec, the 
committee Femmes en tête 

organized a series of events 
under the theme “Les 50 

heures du féminisme” 



1990 
Amendments to the Unemployment 

Insurance Act entitled fathers 
and mothers to receive 10 weeks 

of paid parental leave 

1991 
The Act Respecting Labor 

Standards now allowed any parent 
unpaid parental leave of 34 weeks in 

the event of a birth or adoption 



1991 

At the initiative of the 
Fédération des femmes du 

Québec, over 1,000 women 
gathered in Montréal for the 
forum “Un Québec féminin 
pluriel” in order to draft the 
broad outlines of a feminist 

blueprint for society 



1991 

Quebecer, Louise Fréchette 
became Canada‟s first woman 

ambassador to the United 
Nations and in 1998, the first 
Canadian woman to occupy 

the post of Deputy Secretary-
General, the second highest 

position in the United Nations  



1991 

Joan Macklin, 
First Woman of 

Achievement 
Award winner  



1992 

The government of 
Québec withdrew 

maternity allowances 
for working women with 

a gross annual family 
income of $55,000 or 

more 



1992 

Jocelyne Gros-
Louis became 
the first woman 
to be elected 

Grand-Chief of 
a First Nation in 

Canada, the 
Huron-Wendat 

Nation 
  



1992 
BPW Montreal 

Established a Scholarship  
for a  

Visible-minority Woman 
Graduate  

at  
Dawson College 

  



1992 cont'd… 

Paule Gauthier 
became the 
first woman 

President of 
the Canadian 

Bar 
Association 

 

http://www.steinmonast.ca/avocats/view/46 



1992 

The federal government abolished 
universal family allowances, except 

for low-income families 

1993 
Québec government adopted 
its first policy on the status of 
women, including a proposed 

law on pay equity 



1993 

Kim Campbell, 
became the first 

woman Prime 
Minister of 

Canada after 
winning her 

party‟s 
leadership race 



1993 
The UN adopted the 

Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence 

Against Women, the first 
universal instrument that 
specifically recognized 

violence against women as a 
violation of fundamental rights  



1993 

BPW 
Montreal-
Woman of 
Achievement 

Wanda Kaluzny 



1993 cont‟d… 

In Québec, 
Monique 
Gagnon-
Tremblay 

 became the first 
female Finance 

Minister  



1993 cont'd… 

Sheila Copps became the first 
woman appointed Deputy 

Prime-Minister 
 



Irene Nerrie, Past-Presidents, 
Constance-Middelton-Hope, Joan 

Macklin, Phyllis Mosher, Lydia Robillord, 
Helen Dearlove et al. 

1994 



1995 

Federal government 
disbands the Advisory 

Council on the Status of 
Women. Some activities 

were handed over to 
Status of Women 

Canada 
 



1995 

Donna 
Nebenzahl  

* 
Woman of 

Achievement, 
BPW 

Montreal  



1995 
 

The “Bread and Roses March 
Against Poverty” attracts  

significant support and turns into a 
major event 



1995 
Louise Gaudreault became the 

first woman appointed to the 
board of the Québec Police 

Institute 

1996  
Lise Thibault became Québec‟s 

first female appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor 



1996 
The Pay Equity Act passed 

by the National Assembly 
required companies with 10 

employees or more to 
correct labor-market pay 

inequalities imposed on their 
female employees because 

of their sex 



1996 

   The Ministry of Education 
established  Hats Off to You, 
a contest encouraging girls at 

the high school level to choose 
traditionally male-dominated 

occupations  



1997 
Hats off to You was extended 

to technical training in 
colleges. In 2001, the 
university component, 

Excellence in Science, was 
established for women 
studying science and 

engineering 
 



1997 

Québec announces a new 
reform of its family policy, 

including full-time 
kindergarten and low daycare 

fees of $5 per day for 
children 4 years of age or 

under 



1997 

The Labor 
Standards Act 
extends parental 
leave to 52 weeks  



1997 

The journalist, Katie 
Gagnon was the first 

woman elected 
President of the 

Parliamentary Press 
Gallery 

 



Vera Danyluk, BPW Montreal 1997 
Woman of Achievement 



1997 
• Ministère de la Famille et de 

l‟Enfance was created to 
take responsibility for family 

policy 

• Public daycare funding 
established to promote 

women‟s successful entry 
into the workforce  

 



1997 
Marlene 
Jennings 

became the first 
African-

Canadian 
woman elected 
to the House 
of Commons 

http://www.blackhistoryottawa.org/welcome.

php?getpage=Contemporary+Profiles&lang

=en 



1997 

Suzanne Blanchet became 
the first woman CEO of a 
paper company in Québec  

1998 
Linda Goupil became 
Québec‟s first woman 

Minister of Justice 



1998 

Midwifery was 
recognized as 
a profession 
in Québec  



1998 

Long awaited by groups 
concerned with violence 

against women, the 
Firearms Records 

Regulations, which make it 
mandatory to register all 
firearms, took effect in 

Canada 



1998 

BPW 
Montreal 
Woman of 

Achievement 



1998 

BPW Montreal 
Established a $1,000  

Judith-Litvack  
Women‟s Scholarship  

at  
Concordia University 

  



1999 

Julie Payette 
became the 
first 
Québec 
woman in 
space  

 

Cyberpress.ca http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-soleil/actualites/science-

et-technologie/200907/16/01-884582-julie-payette-a-son-aise-dans-

tous-les-elements.php 



1999 

The Federal Court 
upheld a Canadian 

Human Rights Tribunal 
decision to grant some 

200,000 federal civil 
servants pay equity 



1999 

Sheila Allan, Helen Dearlove 



1999 



1999 

Juanita 
Westmoreland-
Traoré became 

the first African-
Canadian woman 

appointed as a 
Justice of the 

Court of 
Québec 

Woman of Achievement, BPW 
Montreal, 2001 

http://www.museevirtuel-

virtualmuseum.ca/edu/ViewLoitDa.do%3Bjsessionid=0E 

DFB6276AF90BE992AEDD4A222D5965?method=preview&l 

ang=EN&id=3182 



1999 cont'd… 

Beverley 
McLachlin 

became the first 
woman Chief 
Justice of the 

Supreme Court 
of Canada   

 



2000 

30,000 demonstrators joined 
the Fédération des femmes 
du Québec in Montréal to 

participate in the World 
March of Women, 

denouncing violence and 
poverty  



Yvonne Filion and Ruth Bradford, BPW 
Montreal Past-President, 1997-2000,  BPW of 

Quebec, 2000-2002 Past-President  

2000 



2000 

Marie-Chantal Lepage became the 
first woman in Québec named 

National Chef of the Year 



2000 

BPW Montreal Woman of 
Achievement 

Michèle 
Thibodeau-
Deguire  
 



2001 
The Act Respecting Access 

To Equal Employment In 
Public Bodies required 

programs set up to eliminate 
barriers to the hiring and 

promotion of women and to 
seek equitable participation of 

women in different job 
categories  



2002 

Sophie Thibault became the  
first woman news anchor on  

a major Québec television network  
 



2002 
 

Louise Harel 
became the 
first woman 

President of 
the National 

Assembly 



2002 cont‟d… 

Francine Ruest-Jutras, 
Drummondville mayor, 

became the first woman 
elected President of the 
Union des municipalités 

du Québec 
 



2004 

Yolande James became the first 
Black woman elected to the 

National Assembly 



2004 
The Superior Court of 

Québec struck down certain 
parts of the Pay Equity Act  

so employers who drew up 
pay equity plans prior to 

passage of the Act in 1996 
were now obliged to comply 

with its provisions   



BPW Montreal Members: Helen Dearlove, 
Jean Singer, Susana Ribiero-Dorrington, 

Margaret Wildman, Rosetta Cadogan, Phyllis 
Mosher 

2004 



2004 cont‟d… 

• Elsie Lefevre became the 
youngest woman MNA to sit in 

the National Assembly 

• Diane Lemieux became the first 
woman House Leader in the 

National Assembly  
 



2004 cont'd… 
• Françoise David became the 

first woman to lead a Québec 
political party 

  
• Louise Arbour was the first 

Québec woman named as 
United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human 
Rights 



2005 
Francine Décary, 

CEO of Héma-
Québec, became 
the first woman to 

receive the Prix 
du Québec 

Armand-
Frappier 

https://www.hema-

quebec.qc.ca/publications/communiques/

archives/2011/communiques/fdecary.en.

html 



2005 

A Parliamentary Commission 
studied the matter of equality 

between women and men on the 
basis of the recommendations 

of Conseil du statut de la 
femme in Vers un nouveau 

contract social pour l‟égalité 
entre les femmes et les hommes 



2005 

The governments of 
Québec and Canada 

signed an agreement on 
the funding and 

implementation of 
Québec Parental 

Insurance Plan 



Leslie West, Past-President BPW 
Montreal, 2004-2008, Sally Aitken, 

Woman of Achievement  
and Vera Danyluk  

2006 



2005 cont‟d… 

The government of Québec 
nominated a minister in title 
for the Status of Women 

and created le Ministère de 
la Famille, des aînés et de la 

condition féminine   
 



2005 cont‟d… 
National Assembly adopted 
MNA Fatima Houda-Pépin‟s 

motion opposing Islamic 
tribunals supporting the 

position of Muslim women who 
spoke out in this issue following 
the Boyd Commission‟s report 

in Ontario  
 



2006 

The 
Québec 
Parental 

Insurance 
Program 

comes into 
effect 

  



2006 cont'd… 

Pay benefits were given 
to all eligible salaried or 

self-employment workers 
who took maternity, 

paternity, parental, and 
adoption leave 



2006 cont'd… 

Ten years after the 
adoption of the Pay 

Equity Act, the 
Government of Québec 
came to an agreement on 

pay equity with public 
sector unions 



2006 cont'd… 

•Some 360,000 women received 
a pay adjustment after this public 

service agreement 
 

•Bell Canada‟s telephone 
operators won their pay equity 
case, 14 years after filing their 

pay equity complaint 



2006 

Québec government 
announced that it will 

introduce public rules aimed 
at achieving gender parity 
on the boards of publicly 

owned corporations within 
five years 



2006 cont‟d… 

Québec government 
included gender equality in 

the mission statement of 
Ministère de la Famille, 

des aînés et de la 
condition féminine 



2006 

Québec government 
tabled its Politique 

gouvernementale pour 
l‟égalité entre les femmes 

et les hommes   



2006 

The federal government 
revised the mandate to 

promote equality of the status 
of women. Changes to 

Canada‟s Women‟s Program 
disqualified organizations that 
promoted women‟s rights from 
receiving financial assistance 



2006 

The Supreme Court dismissed 
an appeal by Air Canada in a 

pay equity dispute, thereby 
allowing the union to prove 

that flight attendants, a 
predominately female group of 

employees, suffer 
discrimination 



2006 

 Following a class action suit, 
the Superior Court ordered 
the Québec government to 
reimburse women the fees 

incurred in procuring 
abortions at private clinics 
while insured by the public 

healthcare system 



2006 

At BPW Montreal, 80th 
Anniversary,  Past-Presidents 

cut the cake 



2007 

The Anastasia Act, named after 
the student killed in the shooting 
at Dawson College in 2006, was 

passed by National Assembly 
and banned the possession of 

firearms in education institutions, 
daycare centers, as well as on 

public or school transportation 



2007 
For the first time in Québec:  

 the provincial cabinet was made up 
of an equal number of women and 

men 



2007 

The Conseil du statut de la 
femme set out a definition of 

the concept of gender 
equality in its report entitled 
Right to Equality Between 

Women and Men and 
Freedom of Religion 



Past-President, Rosetta Cadogan 
and Michaëlle Jean, former 

General-Governor 
  

2007 



2007 

Pauline Marois became the first woman 
to lead a political party in the 

National Assembly  
  



2007 cont‟d… 

• Guylaine Beaugé was the first 
Black woman judge appointed to 

the Québec Superior Court 

 

• Sylvie Gagnon became the first 
woman to head a Québec mining 

company    



2007 cont'd… 

The first 
Black 

woman to 
become a 

Minister in 
the Québec 
government 

 

Yolande James  



2007 

For the first time since 
the election of the first 
woman MNA in 1961, 

the proportion of women 
in the National 

Assembly declined 
 



2008 

Erin Kennedy, Past-President BPW 
Montreal presenting BPW Canada Life 

membership to Helen Dearlove 



2008 

Joan Macklin, BPW Montreal Past-President and BPW of 
Quebec Past-President, Irene Mathysson, MP, Critic for Status 
of Women, NDP, Sue Calhoun, BPW Canada. Immediate Past- 
President, Fran Donaldson, BPW Montreal Past-President and 

BPW Canada Past-President 



2008 

Pearl Eliadis, BPW 
Montreal Woman of 

Achievement 



2008 

Closing Banquet, BPW of Quebec Biennial 
Conference in St-Félicien.Joan Macklin, 

Jacinthe Côté, CEO of Rio Tinto and Julie 
Leclerc, President of BPW of Quebec 



2008 

BPW Montreal Directors: Roseanne Robertson, 
Erin Kennedy, Patricia Sidhom, Mary Ozcan, 

Celine Leduc, Joan Macklin, Rosetta Cadogan 
with Immediate Past-President, BPW Canada, Sue 

Calhoun  



2008 

IPP,  BPW Canada Sue Calhoun, Joan Macklin, 
IPP, BPW of Quebec, Christyne Fortin, BPW of 

Quebec Treasurer  

XXVI BPW International Congress Power To Make A 
Difference October 24-28, 2008 – Mexico City, Mexico  
 



Dr. Dorothy W. Williams and Erin 
Kennedy, Immediate Past-President, 

BPW Montreal 

2009 



2009 

Left To Right:  Joan Macklin, Amélie Plourde, President, 
BPW Saguenay, Germaine Bolduc, Past-President, BPW 

Saguenay, Pauline Marois, PQ leader and Opposition 
Leader, Julie Leclerc, Past-President, BPW Roberval 

President, BPW of Quebec, Lucie Bradette, Past-President, 
BPW Roberval and Treasurer, BPW of Quebec 



2009 

Women of Achievement: Julie Leclerc, 
President BPW of Quebec, Leslie West, PP, 

BPW Montreal and Chair, Women of 
Achievement, Mary Ann Bell, Woman of 

Achievement and Erin Kennedy, IPP, BPW 
Montreal 



BPW Montreal  
Woman of Achievement 

2010 

Dr. Muriel 
 Gold  



May 2010 Biennial Conference, Baie-Comeau,  
in-coming Board of Directors 

2010 



Joan Macklin, Sue Calhoun, Devon 
Rice, May 2010 Biennial 

Conference,  Baie-Comeau 

2010 



2010 

Mary Ozcan, President BPW Montreal, 
Léa Benegbi, Executive Director, La 
Passerelle, Maria Peluso, BPW 
Montreal Past-President 



YBPW Montreal members: Mayya 
Volodina, Yasenia Aseli, Alicia Salazar 

with BPW Montreal President, Mary 
Ozcan 

2010 



Melpa 
Kamateros, 

BPW  Montreal 
Woman of 

Achievement, 
2005,  

Speaking on 
Violence 

Against Women 
at International 

Night 

2011 





We present this slideshow as a gift 
to you in celebration of the 85th 
Anniversary Gala of the Business 
and Professional Women Club of 
Montreal, in April 2011. 
 

The history we are sharing is a 
compilation of many sources, in print 
and on-line. This is an informational 
tool for your personal pleasure and 
self-education only. 


