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June 6, 2017  
 
 
Dear Honourable Guests, Award Recipients, and my BPW Greater Sudbury Sisterhood,  
 
I would like to start by commending the Business and Professional Women’s Club of Greater 
Sudbury for hosting the BPW Awards Gala 2017 to celebrate the outstanding women in their 
community.  This is indeed a special occasion to honour the achievements and contributions of 
women in business and those practicing in a range of professions within Greater Sudbury. 
 
Founded in 1945, BPW Greater Sudbury has a strong legacy of over seven decades of 
empowering women to reach their full potential.  This local club is part of a National Federation, 
BPW Canada, which comprises of almost 500 members across Canada…. And is also part of an 
International Federation, BPW International, which comprises of almost 35,000 members across 
the world, holding Consultative Status at the United Nations Economic and Social Council.  
 
This is a significant year for Canada as it marks its 150th Anniversary of Confederation.  In August, 
we plan to have our national AGM in Moncton with a day trip to Charlottetown, the birthplace of 
Confederation where we will re-create the image of the 23 Fathers of Confederation with 23 
leaders of BPW seated around the Confederation Chamber Table.  I look forward to creating that 
image with BPW Greater Sudbury. 
 
2017 is also a meaningful year for the Province of Ontario as it recognizes the Centennial Year of 
Women’s Suffrage when women in Ontario were granted the Right to Vote.  It was a ground 
breaking moment for women in this province and today we pay tribute to the strong and determined 
women.  By honouring the achievements of female leaders in our communities, we continue with 
our tradition of empowerment.  The BPW Awards Gala is an excellent example of showcasing such 
women that demonstrate leadership in their community by their actions.    
 
Tonight is about you, the recipients of the Awards.  We’re celebrating your accomplishments and 
your successes.  Congratulations to each and every one of you. 
 
With Best Wishes,  
 

 
 
Jenny Gulamani-Abdulla, BA, JD, RCIC 
President, BPW Canada 
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Working towards improving the 
economic, political, social and 

employment conditions for 
women. 

 
Notre but : améliorer les 
conditions économiques, 

politiques, sociales et d’emploi 
des femmes. 

 
Women working 

for working women. 
 

Un travail de femmes pour 
aider les femmes au travail 

 
 
 

 
 
 


